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Greetings from the East! 
 

As February rolls in, I find myself reviewing 
pages of notes taken at the Sitting Masters 
Charge which I attended on January 27th. 
 

Among the many topics of discussion we 
walked through the procedures of opening and 
closing Lodge. With all the positions filled by 
sitting Masters, it was entertaining to see how 
different lodges have different traditions or 
"habits" in how the ritual is performed.   
 

It was an inviting and open format allowing for 
many questions and discussion. An official 
answer was eventually brought to our attention 
that the traditions or habits of a particular 
Lodge should have no place in performing the 
ritual. 
 

If we are following The Ritual, The Code, and 
the Masonic Etiquette and Instructions        
correctly, a visiting Brother from within our 
jurisdiction would notice nothing different 
from his home Lodge in this regard. Our    
newest brothers who are learning the ways of 
Masonry will benefit the most from our proper 
performance and execution. 
 

We have the honor this month of having two 
candidates for the degrees of Masonry! Please 
come out and assist us in bringing these men to 
see the Light by which Masons work!  We 
have a double header Entered Apprentice    
Degree planned for Monday, February 12th at 
7:00 PM.  
 

For the remainder of this year our Officers’ 
meetings will be on the Tuesday before our 
Stated Meeting. This month it's on February 
6th and that being only one week before our 
EA degrees, we will also be practicing that 
evening.  I look forward to seeing you all in 
Lodge! 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Matt Alexander 
Worshipful Master 

 

From  
the East 

The “Alberts” of Freemasonry 
 

Albert Gallatin 
Mackey (March 12, 1807 
– June 20, 1881) was an 
American medical doctor 
and author. He is best 
known for writing many 
books and articles 
about Freemasonry,         
particularly the Masonic 
Landmarks.  

 

In 1844 he abandoned the practice of medicine. 
After being connected with several Charleston 
journals, he established in 1849 The Southern 
and Western Masonic Miscellany, a weekly 
magazine. He maintained it for three years, 
mostly by his own expense. He conducted 
a Quarterly 1858-1860 which he devoted to the 
same interests.  
 

He served as Grand Lecturer and Grand      
Secretary of The Grand Lodge of South      
Carolina, as well as Secretary General of 
the Supreme Council of the Ancient and     
Accepted Scottish Rite for the Southern      
Jurisdiction of the United States. 
 

Albert Pike (December 
29, 1809 – April 2, 
1891) was an         
American attorney,   
soldier, writer, 
and Freemason.  
 

Pike first joined 
the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows in 1840, 
and he had then joined 
a Masonic Lodge, where he became extremely 
active in the affairs of the organization, being 
elected Sovereign Grand Commander of 
the Scottish Rite's Southern Jurisdiction in 
1859. He remained Sovereign Grand          
Commander for the remainder of his life         
(a total of thirty-two years), devoting a large 
amount of his time to developing the rituals of 
the order. Notably, he published a book 
called Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in 
1871, of which there were several subsequent 
editions. 
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Greetings, brethren! I 

hope this finds you all 
hale and hearty and 
enjoying the beautiful 
weather we’ve had of 

late...just think where we were one year ago! 
 

In doing some research for an article this month, I Googled 
“decline in Masonic membership”. I have been looking for some 
ideas on not only how to attract, but, perhaps more importantly, 
RETAIN those who come to the craft.  
 

Local interest from younger men seems to be on the rise, as we 
generally get several requests a month, via the website, for   
information on how to become a Mason, or requests for a     
Petition.  
 

That said, I’m bothered by the number of Bend Lodge members 
who live locally who we just never... see... in... Lodge. How did 
we “lose” those folks? More importantly, what can we do to 
welcome them back? 
 

There were a number of  articles returned, and the indications 
are that this isn’t just a Bend Lodge issue...it’s an issue across 
the United States and around the world.  
 

I ran across an article called, “There’s a Hole in Our Bucket”, 
written by V. W. Bro. Stephen Dafoe, a past Grand Steward of 
the Grand Lodge of Alberta, former publisher of Masonic   
Magazine and the author of several books on the Knights    
Templar and Freemasonry.  
 

You can either go here, http://freemasoninformation.com/ 
2009/06/there%E2%80%99s-a-hole-in-our-bucket/ and read 
it in it’s entirety, or, I’m going to incorporate it in the next few       
Trestleboards for your reading enjoyment. 
 

There’s a Hole in Our Bucket 
V. W. Bro. Stephen Dafoe 

June 3, 2009 
Issue 2 of the Masonic Society Journal 

 

PART 1: 
 

North American Freemasonry is on a bit of an infinite loop these 
days. I don’t mean the type of infinite loop we used to see on 
the Flintstones whenever Fred and Barney would drive past the 
same three houses and two palm trees over and over again, but it 
is close. The type of infinite-loop motif I’m referring to is the 
type that forms the basis of songs like 99 Bottles of Beer or 
There’s a Hole in My Bucket. In fact, both songs represent two 
of the problems confronting many lodges today with respect to 
our declining membership. 
 

Now, before you turn the page, let me assure you this is not  
another article lamenting our sagging numbers, nor is it a      
rallying call for us to rise towards that lofty Masonic pinnacle 
that was the Halcyon Days of the post-World War II influx. But 
we will be looking at the numbers, not with an eye towards   
depression, but with an eye towards resolution. We have a  
problem, but if we can truly know where the problem lies, and 
if we can convince enough Masons that this is actually the 
case, we can collectively begin to work towards fixing it. 
 

Since 1925, the Masonic Service Association of North America 
(MSANA) has been keeping track of the numbers of            
Freemasons in the United States.  
 

What the numbers tell us: 

Without launching into a long and boring examination of the 
ebb and flow of these numbers, let it suffice to say that Masonic 
membership’s highest point in terms of numbers was 1959, 
when it boasted 4,103,161 members; its lowest point occurring 
in 2007, when our ranks had been reduced to just 1,483,449. 
Ironically, our highest point in terms of membership may well 
have been our lowest point for Freemasonry, or at least the start 
of it. 
 

The hand ringers in our fraternity love to hold on to that 1959 
membership number like the middle aged bachelor who holds 
onto the photo of the fashion model he dated in college, as if it 
were a goal he may yet attain once more. But as both pine away 
for a desire that has longed since passed the realm of possibility, 
they begin to tell themselves lies to justify their current         
situation. 

As such, our hand ringers have created a long-standing belief 
that once upon a time Freemasons made up a sizable percentage 
of the population in American communities. However, if one 
compares the US census with the MSANA membership        
statistics, an interesting and revealing picture emerges.  

 
(continued on Pg. 4) 

From  
the West 
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In 1870 a group of   

Masons, who gathered 
frequently at the   
Knickerbocker Square in 
New York City for 
lunch, kicked around the 
idea of creating another 
fraternity, not devoted to 
ritual, but centered on 
fun and fellowship. 

 

From this idea grew the “greatest philanthropy” in the world, 
Shriners International. There are now over 200 temples in nine  
nations, that support a hospital system of 22 hospitals in North 
America and Hawaii devoted to children with orthopedic, spinal, 
cleft lip & palate conditions and burns. All services are provided 
regardless of the family’s ability to pay.  
 

Each year over 100 children from the tri-county region of 
Deschutes, Crook & Jefferson counties receive life-altering care 
at the Shriners Hospital for Children in Portland. The goal of the 
Central Oregon Shrine Club is to support our local Shrine    
Hospital and to locate additional children in Central Oregon that 
can benefit from our services. 
 

We are also recognized by our iconic go-carts when we are   
parading. This year the Club will be participating in seven    
parades: The Dalles, Prineville, La Pine, Baker City, Burns, the 
Veterans Day Parade in Bend and the Christmas Parade in Bend. 
It is extremely rewarding when people at the parade recognize 
the Shriners and say thank you for your help! 
 
 

Grandview is a great aid 

to being Secretary of the 
Lodge. It allows me to 

keep records updated, as well as you keeping your own records 
updated. Every time you update your record, I get a notice    
letting me know that you have made a change. Many times, this 
will be a change of address, which is important for me to note 
for our directory changes. It also allows me to upload            
documents into your file such as petitions, awards and other 
documents. 
 

It has also allowed me to add all financial records for each  
member, especially dues. I can easily look in the Lodge records 
and immediately see who has paid or not paid their dues. There 
is even a place to upload individual photos for each one of our 
members. 
 

With the new year, I have created a new expense form that will 
be required for all members to be reimbursed for the expenses 
they incurred for Lodge business. This will provide a uniform 
method for reimbursement and a more efficient form of tracking 
the expenses in the budget. These forms will be available in the 
hot file by the Secretary’s desk. 
 

IF you haven’t accessed Grand View Portal in the past, it’s  
pretty easy to do, as follows: 
 

• Go to www.masonic-oregon.com 
 

• In the upper right-hand corner, hold over the “For        
Members” tab. 

 

• That brings up three choices…”Resources”, “Masonic   
Education” and “Grand View Portal”. Click on the portal 
link. 

 

• If you have previously signed up, simply fill in your email 
address and your password. 

 

• IF, however, you haven’t signed up, you will need to do so; 
click on the “sign up” button and follow the directions. You 
will be prompted for your lodge number (139), your mem-
ber ID (the 5-digit number on your dues card) and your 
last name...first letter is usually capitalized, as in “Smith”. 

 

• You will then be prompted for an email address and a   
password. 

 

• Once you are registered, you can log in to the portal and it 
will bring up a number of areas, including “My             
Memberships”, “Resources”, “Grand Lodge” “Business 
Directory” and “Lodge Locator”. 

 

• If you click on the “My Profile” tab up on the top, you can 
change personal and contact information and even add a 
photograph of yourself if you so chose. 

 

Sounds a bit complicated, but once registered, it’s very easy to 
log in...and, there’s a wealth of information in there! 
 

Please let me know if you have any access problems or       
questions! 
 

Terry Griffith 
Secretary 

 

 

 

Secretary’s Desk 
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In 1930, only 2.66 per cent of the population belonged to the 
Masonic fraternity. By 1940, that percentage had been reduced 
to 1.86% – largely due to the effects of the Great Depression, 
men simply couldn’t afford their dues. It reached its lowest 
point in 2000, when less than 1 per cent of the US population 
could say they owned a Masonic apron.  
 

But even in the midst of those glory days our hand ringers so 
love to remind us about, only 2.41 per cent of the population 
belonged to the Craft. If we divide and multiply these figures to 
represent a male population of roughly 50 per cent, then we see 
that even at our highest percentile penetration in 1930, only       
5 in 100 American males were Freemasons – this is a far cry 
from the cries of deep lamentation emanating from the lips of 
our loudest hand ringing Brethren that once upon a time almost  
every American male was a mason. And yet, they will cling to 
that four-million-plus-Masons figure like cat hair to black pants, 
failing to accept that the much brandied about number represents 
nothing more than a sociological anomaly. It was that influx of 
men who swelled the Craft’s ranks between 1945 and 1959 that, 
in many ways set the tone for the downward spiral towards the 
Masonic caliginosity we have experienced in the decades since.  
 

Although many became dedicated members of the Craft,        
expanding their learning through books and periodicals,        
discussions and debates, many who took on leadership rules 
were attracted by the formality of the ritual, to the point where it 
became the beginning and end of a Master Mason’s education.  
 

Perhaps the greatest decade for Freemasonry – at  least from a 
point of research, education and all around Masonic bigness – 
was  the 1920’s; a decade that saw the creation of the National 
Masonic Research Society and its publication The Builder,        
a magazine that offered the words and thoughts of the great     
Masonic luminaries of the day. It was also a decade where    

Masons displayed their        
Masonic pride, not by the   
number of pins on their lapels, 
but by the number of elegant 
buildings on Main Street. It was 
during the 1920’s that great 
Masonic buildings including 
the House of the Temple in 
Washington DC, The George 
Washington Masonic National 
Memorial in Alexandria,     
Virginia and the Detroit       
Masonic Temple in Michigan 
transformed from idea to     
reality. That decade, which I’ve 
long-argued to be the most  
enlightening for  Freemasonry, 
saw an increase in membership 
of just above four per cent.  

 

But then the Great Depression reduced membership roles by 
almost 25 per cent by then end of the 1930’s. In fact           
membership continued to decline until America entered the  
Second World War in 1941, and that is when the anomaly    
occurred. By the end of the 1940’s, Masonic membership had 
increased by more than 42 percent, carrying a forward          
momentum through most of the 1950’s, which saw an increase 
of 16 percent from the decade before. From this point on    
membership has been on a steady decline, with the present   
decade – now about to enter its final year – on a fast track to 

surpassing the 1990’s, the current record holder for membership 
seepage. 
 

It is a mistake for us to pine away for a resurgence of the   
anomaly that was the 1940’s and 1950’s. The WWII soldier 
returned home and, looking for the camaraderie of the barracks, 
he sought to find it in fraternal societies like Freemasonry. This 
inflated our    membership roles like a windfall inflates a bank 
account, but like the lottery winner who does not invest his new 
found money properly; it is soon piddled away until nothing 
remains. 
 

Another tale the hand ringers love to tell us, especially those 
who have more steps behind them than they have left ahead of 
them, is that men are not joining today like they used to, and 
that we are losing members from death faster than we can     
replace them through initiations. Certainly, if one considers “not 
joining like they used to” to be those post-war Halcyon Days 
previously discussed, then I’m more than willing to concede the 
point. However, if there is one myth in Freemasonry that has 
gained wide currency and firm traction, it is the notion that Ma-
sons are dying faster than we can replace them. 
 

In Part 2, in the March 2018 Trestleboard, we’ll take a look 
at what the numbers DON’T tell us...and some ideas towards 

a solution. 
 

Fraternally,  
 

Neil Mackey 
Senior Warden 
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MONTHLY EVENTS AT BEND LODGE 
1ST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 
OFFICER’S MEETING, 7pm 

 

2ND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH: 
STATED MEETING, 7pm 

 

4TH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH: 
LODGE TRAINING, 7pm 

(Topic varies from month-to-month) 

FEBRUARY, 2018 EVENTS 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH: 7pm: 
OFFICER’S MEETING 

EA degree practice to follow 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH: 
STATED MEETING: 

Dinner @ 6pm; 
Meeting follows @ 7pm 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH: 7pm: 
DOUBLE ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE 

Come support these new candidates on the start of 
their Masonic journey! 

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd: 7pm: 
4TH THURSDAY PRACTICE: 

This might be ritual practice or some other element 
chosen by the Worshipful Master  

 

PLEASE WATCH THE ‘TICKER’ ON THE WEBSITE 
FOR ANY LAST MINUTE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AND/OR INFORMATION! 


