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Well, here it is, December, the month of good 

cheer and hope for all mankind…and just like 
that, another year has flown by… 
 

Our elections were held last month with no 
surprises and a very solid line for next year.  
Bend lodge will continue to move forward in a 
very positive way. 
 

It’s hard to believe that my second term as 
Master has passed so quickly. Many great 
things were accomplished this year with help 
from many of our brothers… 
 

 We finished (and then refinished!) the       
apartment after two bouts of water damage 
from last year’s heavy snows was repaired;  

 

 We had a very successful visit from the 
Grand Master with an excellent meal and 
décor provided by our Junior Warden; 

 

 Our family bowling night was fun and   
relaxing, the 4th of July was a great deal of 
fun and the fireworks were an explosive 
delight; 

 

 The Bikes for Books Program in            
conjunction with the Deschutes County 
Library system was the most successful to 
date. We gave away 28 bicycles to some 
VERY deserving young readers; 

 

 The Malheur cave degree was once again a 
great experience, and Bend Lodge was 
again triumphant in the horseshoe          
tournament!   

 

 
 

From the East 

 We refinished the lodge room floor and had 
a beautiful mural painted on the West wall, 
with columns added to our North and South 
walls by a very talented artist…it is truly       
magnificent! 

 

 We finally found a suitable replacement for 
our rather uncomfortable (not to mention 
torturous!) orange theater seats. The pews 
were purchased and then our Senior Warden 
refinished them to match the darker oak of 
our existing furniture.   

 

 Our Veteran’s Appreciation dinner was 
VERY well attended, with almost 100   
veterans, Masons and their family members 
enjoying a delicious banquet from Tate & 
Tate catering. 

 

It gave me great pride to see the growth and 
cooperation the Brothers showed this year.  
Bend Lodge is in great shape and its all due to 
your individual participation and collaboration. 
  

I urge each and every one of you to continue 
the good work we have put forth over the last 
two years. Stay involved, get on committees, 
help with projects, think of something new for 
the lodge to get involved with...but most of all 
learn the ritual, participate in the degrees…for 
in the ritual you will find the heart of          
Masonry. It is what we should be and who we 
are. Look deep in your own heart and ask, ‘Am 
I the best Mason I can be?’ 
 

Freemasonry is a lifelong discovery. There is 
something new at every turn, something new in 
each man as life deepens with the years;    
something new in Masonry as its meaning  
unfolds. The man who finds its degrees       
tiresome and its ritual farcical only betrays the 
measure of his own mind. 
 

Elections for the 2018 Officer Line were held 
at the November Stated Meeting and I’m proud 
to report that Brother Matt Alexander stood for 
and was elected as the next Worshipful Master. 
Brother Neil Mackey stood for and was elected 
as the new Senior Warden,  

(continued on Page 2) 
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I would like to pass on 

my best wishes for a 
happy and safe holiday season and a Happy New Year to all! 
 

With the center point firmly fixed, the 2017 circle from our 
compasses is nearly complete as we slowly scribe toward the 
second of two parallels which symbolically represents the winter 
solstice, the shortest day of the year. December 27th is a day of 
feast for Saint John the Evangelist and the beginning of the 
lodge year. I would like that we use this time to direct our minds 
to the origin of our ancient order. Perhaps in the next year you 
could set aside some time to explore the meaning of the symbols 
and be enabled to interpret the allegories.  
 

Fraternally, 

Matt Alexander 
Senior Warden 

From the West 
Lodge Etiquette and Courtesies 

 

The operational business of Masonry is democratically managed 

since many Lodge proposals are decided by ballot. That is not to 

say that the Lodge is entirely democratic. Failure to obey the 

gavel at once is a grave discourtesy. The Master is all-powerful 

in the Lodge. He can accept or refuse to accept any motion. He 

can rule any brother out of order on any subject at any time. He 

can say what he will, or will not, permit to be discussed.    

Brethren who think him unfair, arbitrary, unjust, or acting     

illegally, have redress; the Grand Lodge can be appealed to on 

any such matter. But within the lodge, the gavel, emblem of 

authority, is supreme. When a brother is rapped down, he should 

at once obey, without further discussion. It is very bad manners 

to do otherwise; indeed, it is close to the line between bad   

manners and a Masonic offense.   
 

If an officer is absent, the officers below his station do not    
necessarily move up, each a chair. There is no "advancement by 
right" for any office except that of Master. The Master fills any 
vacancy by temporary appointment. In the absence of the Master 
the Senior Warden presides. In some jurisdictions it is           
customary for a Master to ask a Past Master to fill a temporarily 
vacant chair; in others, he may ask any brother he believes   
qualified. 
 

Derived from Short Talk Bulletin  
Vol. II, August, 1924   No.8 

 

I hope to see you at our next Stated Meeting on December 
14th…and at Installation on December 16th. My best wishes to 
all for a Joyous Christmas and a Happy and rewarding New 
Year; I want to personally thank all Brothers for  making this a 
great year for me. Our accomplishments would not have been 
possible without your help.   
 

Fraternally, 

Wm. Lee Ransdall  
Master 

(From the East, continued from Pg. 1) 
 

and Brother Scott Brasher stood for and was elected as the new 
Junior Warden. In addition, Bros. Terry Griffith and John    
Pinckney will remain as your Secretary and Treasurer,          
respectively. The rest of the line will be named after the new 
officers are installed. 
 

Installation of the new officers will take place on Saturday,   
December 16th at 10am. Please feel free to come and       
support your new officers! 
 

Masonic Wisdom 
 

"The secret of Masonry, like the secret of life, can be known only 
by those who seek it, serve it, and live it.  It cannot be uttered; it 
can only be felt and acted.    
                                                                   
It is, in fact, an open secret, and each man knows it according to 
his quest and capacity.  Like all things worth knowing, no one 
can know it for another and no man can know it alone." 
 

Dr. Joseph Fort Newton 
 

"The real secrets of Masonry are never told, not even from 
mouth to ear. For the real secret of Masonry is spoken to your 
heart and from it to the heart of your brother. Never the        
language made for tongue may speak it; it is uttered only in the 
eye in those manifestations of that love which a man has for his 
friend, which passeth all other loves." 
 

South Dakota Masonic Messenger, Feb. 1975 
Extracted from the Southern California Research Lodge 

'Fraternal Review', May 2004 
 

"There is not a subject so little understood by even its own  
members as that of Freemasonry. It is not in the strict sense an 
order. Its purpose is more clearly defined when it is called a 
fraternity, a brotherhood, or an institution. It is certainly not a 
club. Ritualism is not Masonry. The ritual is the vehicle which 
conveys the sublime truths to the heart and mind. If the forms 
and ceremonies through which the candidate passes fail to lift 
him to higher conceptions of life, duty and charity, then they are 
mere sounding brass and tinkling cymbal." 

 

West Australian Craftsman 
Printed in the South Dakota Masonic Messenger, Feb. 1974 

Extracted from the Southern California Research Lodge 
'Fraternal Review', May 2004 

 
 

 

Saturday, December 16th, 10am 
Bend Masonic Lodge 
1036 NE 8th Street 

 

All Masons, their families and interested 
parties are cordially invited to the           

installation of the 2018 Bend Lodge Officer 
line. 

 

Light refreshments will be available after  
installation. 
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!I’d like to take this   
opportunity to thank 
everyone for their     

support over this past year. You helped me keep my sanity, and 
I hope to serve equally as well as your next Senior Warden. 
 

The office of Junior Warden is one of those “jack of all trades” 
positions. Besides ensuring that brothers have a nice dinner  
preceding each Stated Meeting, the position also requires one to 
be a bit of both Martha Stewart and Joe the Handyman. Planning 
for events, such as the Veteran’s Appreciation Dinner and the 
Grand Master’s official visit...keeping track of all the contracts 
for things such as snow plowing and the apartment rental… 
dealing with burnt out light bulbs and other various things 
around the lodge. It’s a good thing I’m semi-retired...or is that 
just….tired?!? 
 

I think my biggest accomplishment is that we did NOT have 
lasagna the entire year! :-) 
 

Brother Scott Brasher will be the    
Junior Warden for 2018 and I sincerely 
hope that you will show him the same    
support and assistance that you       
provided me. Hopefully, we will have 
two Stewards who will be there to  
assist him so that it doesn’t just      
become a “one man” show. And          
remember…he’s a former   Marine...so 
don’t make him YELL at you!  
 

Just remember the old saying…”an army marches on its     
stomach”. This saying, which attests to the importance of forces 
being well-provisioned, has been attributed to both Napoleon 
and Frederick the Great.  
 

Please continue to support your lodge...always remembering that 
the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.  
 

Fraternally, 
 

Neil Mackey 
Junior Warden 

With the holiday season 

in full swing and as you 
are preparing for       

holidays with your loved ones, a tradition at the Bend Lodge for 
several years has been assembling and delivering food baskets 
for the less fortunate in the Central Oregon region.  
 

This year the Lodge’s goal is for a minimum of 50 food baskets 
and any help that you can give, monetarily or with labor is 
greatly appreciated. If you would like to contribute dollars, in 
any amount, you can send it to me at 61246 Ladera Road, Bend 
Oregon  97702, and just note that it is for Christmas Baskets. If 
you would like to participate with putting them together and 
delivery, the date is December 23rd, 10am at the Lodge or  call 
Dave Johnson at 541-610-6493. 
 

On another note, with the end of the year comes the need to  
renew your membership dues. If you have not done so, please 
send them to me as soon as possible.  
 

I wish each of you a safe and happy holiday season and hope to 
see you in the new year at Lodge. 
 

Terry Griffith 
Secretary 

The 2017 Christmas Parade was a success by all measurements. 
It was a great day, albeit a little brisk…(ok, down right COLD!) 
with a huge turnout of people watching. The Central Oregon 
Shrine Club had several Masons turn out to drive the go-carts, 
including several past Masters as well as your Master-elect for 
2018, Brother Matt Alexander. 
 

Everyone had a very fun time followed by some fellowship at 
the Johnson’s house. This was a great opportunity for Masons to 
get together, enjoy some epic fellowship and have fun. It also 
afforded the Shrine Club great exposure to the community and 
they were very much appreciated.  The many ‘thank you’s’ that 
are received when we participate in a parade are always VERY         
rewarding 

Secretary’s Desk From the East 
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Who was St. John the Evangelist? 
 

Freemasons historically celebrate two feasts of Saint John. The 
feast of John the Baptist falls on 24 June, and that of John the 
Evangelist on 27 December, roughly marking mid-summer and 
mid-winter, respectively. During the Eighteenth Century, 
the Premier Grand Lodge of England and the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland favored the day of John the Baptist, while the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, the Antient Grand Lodge of England and 
the Grand Lodge of All England at York installed their Grand 
Masters on the feast day of John the Evangelist. The United 
Grand Lodge of England was formed on 27 December 1813.  
 

The first Grand Lodge was formed on 24 June, the feast day 
of John the Baptist, in 1717. This may arise from a very old   
tradition, since the Baptist appears to have been regarded as the 
patron of stonemasons in continental Europe during the Middle 
Ages. The guild of masons and carpenters attached to Cologne 
Cathedral was known as the Fraternity of St. John the          
Baptist. The earliest surviving record of Grand Lodge of Ireland 
installing a Grand Master is dated to 24 June 1725. As records 
of individual lodges appear in Ireland and in the Antients' in 
England, it seems many of them met to install a new master 
twice a year, on the feast days of both the Baptist and the   
Evangelist. 
 

The Evangelist is particularly associated with Scottish lodges. 
The Lodge of Edinburgh was associated with the aisle of St. 
John the Evangelist in St. Giles Cathedral from the 15th        
century. The Grand Lodge of All England, and its predecessor, 
the Ancient Society of Freemasons in the City of York, elected 
and installed their President, then from 1725, their Grand     
Master, on the day of the Evangelist. In London, the Antient 
Grand Lodge of England elected their new Grand Masters on the 
same day. When the Antients and the Moderns (the Premier 
Grand Lodge) eventually came together, forming the United 
Grand Lodge of England, it was on the Feast of the Evangelist 
in 1813.  
 
 

Is There a “Proper” Way to Wear a Masonic ring? 

The following from Temple Topics (Illinois) is often       
quoted with approval by other Masonic papers: 

 

 "What is the proper way to wear a Masonic ring? Should the 
points of the compass be toward or away from the body? 

 

 "If you were hanging the American flag, would you put the stars 
down? The same holds true of the ring. Usually it is a gift, and 

has sentimental value for the wearer. It should look right side up 
to him.  Rings are therefore worn with the points of the compass 

toward the wearer." 
 

This subject is one on which Grand Lodges have made 
no regulation and popular opinion is divided.  We must      

therefore reason from analogy. When the emblem of the square 
and compasses is displayed on a building, pennant, button, 

watch charm etc., universal custom requires the points of the 
compass point downward. When displayed on the Altar they 
point away from the Master. As the Master from his station 

views the compass from the Altar of his lodge, the points are 
from, not towards him. As the wearer of a compass watch charm 

views it, the points are down and away from his eyes. In a    
similar way as he views the emblem on his ring, the points 

should be down or away from his eyes. 
 

The square is the symbol of earthly, the compass of                
heavenly perfection. As a combined emblem the ends of the 

square point up as a symbol of man's aspirations toward God; 
the points of the compass are down to represent heavenly    

qualities coming down from God to earth.  Therefore it would 
seem that the proper way to wear a ring would be that is which 
its symbolism is best expressed; namely, that in which, when the 
hand is held in its usual position the points of the compass are 

towards the earth and away from the wearer's eyes. 
 

Thus it will be seen that our conclusion does not agree with the 
writer in Temple Topics. He truly says that in hanging an  

American flag we would not put the stars down, but in hanging 
a compass or a square and  compass, he surely would put the 

points of  the compass down. The same rule holds when worn as 
a ring or button or a watch charm; namely, they would be worn 
the same way with the points down. When so worn they all serve 
the same purposes, and by no means the least of these purposes 

is to announce to the world the proud wearer is a Mason.  
  Iowa  Masonic Bulletin 

 

(Copied from THE MONTANA MASON,  
May 1936, page 15) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Evangelist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Evangelist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premier_Grand_Lodge_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Lodge_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Lodge_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Lodge_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Lodge_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antient_Grand_Lodge_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Lodge_of_All_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Grand_Lodge_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Grand_Lodge_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cologne_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cologne_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antient_Grand_Lodge_of_England
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MONTHLY EVENTS AT BEND LODGE 
 

2ND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH: 
STATED MEETING, 7pm 

 

4TH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH: 
LODGE TRAINING, 7pm 

(Topic varies from month-to-month) 

DECEMBER, 2017 EVENTS 
 

MONDAY, December 11TH: 
OFFICER’S MEETING @ 7pm 

 

THURSDAY, December 14TH: 
STATED MEETING: 

Dinner @ 6pm; 
Meeting follows @ 7pm 
 

SATURDAY, December 16th: 
2018 OFFICER INSTALLATION; 

10am at Bend Lodge; 
Refreshments to follow 
 

SATURDAY, December 23rd: 
CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKET PREP; 

10am at Bend Lodge; 
Delivery drivers needed for later in the 

morning in the Bend area! 
INFO: Dave Johnson, 541-610-6493 

CONGRATULATIONS, BROTHER BRASHER! 


