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It’s May…lots happening as usual! 
 

The Grand Master makes his official visit on 
May 11th, our next regularly scheduled Stated 
Meeting. Remember that all wives and family 
members are invited to dinner, which starts at 6 
pm. I urge to you make a  special effort to   
attend...it’s truly a great opportunity to get to 
know your grand lodge officers and their    
families. 
 

To facilitate dinner, please RSVP to the JW by 
sending an email to webmaster@ Bend-
Lodge139.org. with your attendance      
numbers! 
 

Following the GM visit we have the Grand 
Lodge of Oregon slated for June 1st and 2nd. 
Volunteer drivers will be needed. Please let 
myself or the JW know of your willingness to 
help our Grand Lodge officers.  
 

An Master Mason and Entered Apprentice  
degree are still on tap, dates TBD by our Senior 
Warden and Senior Deacon. 

As you might already know, our apartment has 
been completed and is rented. We have a   
lovely young lady as a tenant who is thrilled to 
be in residence. Please respect her privacy. 
 

Etiquette 
 

ENTERING LODGE AFTER THE  
MEETING HAS BEGUN: 

 

If a brother should enter the Lodge after the 
opening ceremony is under way, he should go 
to the Altar to salute the Master.  
 

If he must leave before the meeting is over, the 

From the East 

correct Masonic etiquette of his departure is 
that he should salute the Presiding Master at 
the Altar before he departs.  
 

The salute should always be given properly and 
not in a careless or perfunctory manner. 
 

ALL PRAYERS AT LODGE FUNCTIONS 
ARE NON-SECTARIAN:   

 

Freemasonry is worldwide and holds no      
sectarian views. Non-sectarian means not   
sectioned into one, specific religion.            
Freemasonry embraces ALL religions.  
 

A Mason may choose the religion of his choice 
in his private life but should be aware and open 
to the fact that others among the brethren do 
not necessarily share, nor were they brought up 
with the religious dogmas and beliefs that you, 
personally, embrace.   
 

Why, you ask? 
 

Prayers at lodge functions should be           
scrupulously in keeping with Masonic      
teachings. The Masonic Etiquette of offered 
prayers is that they should never be an        
expression of specific sectarian views or     
dogmatic creeds.  
 

It is a matter of courtesy that all prayers, 
speeches and discussions at Masonic affairs 
avoid sectarian, controversial or political tones.  
 

Prayers are best directed to the Creator, the 
Master Architect of the Universe and not    
toward specific religious teachings such as 
Jesus Christ, Mother Mary, Muhammad,     
Jehovah, Allah, etc.  
 

To do so omits the religions of others within 
the brethren,  

  
(continued on Page 2) 

 

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER ARTHUR L. BORLAND  
TO VISIT BEND LODGE 

 

M.W.G.M. Borland will make his official visit to Bend Lodge at its next 
Stated Meeting on Thursday, May 11th. Dinner will be served at 6 pm 

followed by the Stated Meeting at 7 pm.  
 

All Central Oregon Masons are invited to attend. If you plan on         
attending dinner, please RSVP by sending an email to                       

webmaster@BendLodge139.org and letting us know how many will be 
in your party. 
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Brethren, I would like to 

share some timely     
Masonic history with you this month. 
 

How does the circus connect to Freemasonry? 
 

Well, this connection starts with a German-born harness maker 
named August Ringling. 
 

August had seven sons and one daughter and in 1884, five of 
those sons started the Ringling Brothers Circus! 
 

In 1891, when their brother John joined the fraternity, the chairs 
of the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden,    
Senior Steward, Junior Steward, and Tiler were all occupied by 
Ringling brothers.  All seven brothers and later their father were 
members of the Baraboo Masonic Lodge No. 34 in Baraboo, 
Wisconsin. 
 

While my short research found no direct connection between the 
Ringling brothers and the Shrine Circus (which started in      
Detroit, Michigan in 1906), the news that on May 21st this year 
the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus will perform 
for the last time will surely have some impact on the Shrine   
Circus. 
 

Thank you for letting me share and please join us on Thursday, 
May 11th to welcome the Grand Master  of Masons in      
Oregon! 
 

Fraternally, 

Matt Alexander 
Senior Warden 

 

 
 
 

From the West 
(‘From the East’ continued) 
 

which can cause conflict and therefore not be harmonious to the 
whole.  
 

In the spirit of non-sectarianism, we must remember that since 
the day that our Creator found that Man created the Tower of 
Babel to glorify themselves, it is HE who changed man's      
language into the many diverse languages now spoken on Earth.  
 

In so doing, our Creator has many names across the world 
 

Masonic Lodge of Education 
 

A Notable Mason…  
Dr. Joseph Fort Newton (7-21-1876 to 1-24-

1950) 
 

"The secret of Masonry, like the secret of life, 
can be known only by those who seek it, serve 
it, and live it.  It cannot be    uttered; it can only 
be felt and acted.  It is, in fact, an open   secret, 
and each man knows it according to his quest 

and      capacity.  Like all things worth knowing, no one can 
know it for another and no man can know it alone." 
 

Joseph Fort Newton was an American Baptist minister. He was 
born in Decatur, Texas, the son of a Baptist minister turned  
attorney.  He attended Southern Baptist Seminary, and Harvard 
University.  While at Harvard he studied under William James.  
Newton held the honorary degrees of Doctor of Hebrew        
Literature, Doctor of Divinity, Doctor of Humane Letters, and 
Doctor of Laws. 
 

On May 28, 1902, Dr. Newton became a Master Mason in 
Friendship Lodge No. 7, Dixon, Illinois, where he was Pastor of 
People's Church. 
 

I look forward to seeing you in lodge… 
 

Fraternally, 

Wm. Lee Ransdall  
Master 
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  A MASONIC INCIDENT 
  THE CRAFTSMAN - 1866 
 
A little incident, containing some mystical interest, transpired in 
Wayne county, South Carolina, during the late war. It is as 
follows: 
 
It was late at night, the husband was absent, and the wife, alone 
with her children, had retired. Three or four soldiers rudely 
knocked at the door of the house, and demanded entrance and 
something to eat. The good lady told them that it was too late, 
that she had nothing cooked, but fearing they would break the 
door, she got out of bed, and opened it to expostulate with them. 
 

They insisted that she should cook something for them, and 
while she was getting ready, and they were roaming about the 
house, one of the party, who seemed to be the leader, happened 
to find a copy of Mackey's "Masonic Jurisprudence." Turning 
over he found the name of the poor, frightened woman's hus-
band written on the fly-leaf. 
 

"Is this your husband's?" he inquired of the lady. "Yes sir," was 
the timid reply. 
 

"Is he a Mason?" 
 

"Yes Sir." 
 

"Come, boys, right about-march!" and immediately the house 
was cleared and quickly closed.  
 

MasonicEducation.com 

Foolish Questions 
 

Old Tyler Talks, 
The Masonic Trowel  

 

"Jones is a nut!" remarked the New Brother to the Old Tiler. "I 
went with him yesterday to look up an applicant for            
membership. I didn't know much about such things, so I let him 
do the talking. And the questions that man asked!" 
 

"What did he want to know?" 
 

"First, he wanted to know what kind of job the applicant held, 
how long he had been there, where he had worked before, was 
he satisfied, did he like his boss, how much he made and  
whether he saved any of it or spent it all!" 
 

"Quite right, too," commented the Old Tiler. "He wanted to 
know if the applicant was a solid citizen, able to pay his dues 
and unlikely to become a charge on the lodge. Chap who holds a 
job today and leaves it tomorrow for another is apt to be an   
applicant for charity." 
 

"But that's one of the things a lodge is for- charity," said the 
New Brother. 
 

"To its members who are in need, yes," answered the Old Tiler. 
"But no lodge willingly takes in members who may need      
charity. Masonry is not a crutch for the indigent. It is a staff for 
those who go lame in life's, journey, but when a man starts out 
lame he has to get crutches from some other institution." 
 

"He asked, 'Why do you want to become a Mason?' that seemed 
to me an impertinence. A man's reasons for wanting to join   
Masonry are no business of ours." 

"Is that so!" answered the Old Tiler. "Son, you know so many 
things that are not so! I have been on the petitions of a great 
many men and that is always my first question. I have heard 
many answers. Some men want to join because their fathers 
were Masons. Some think it will help them in life. 
 

Some frankly say they want to make friends so they can be   
successful. 
 

Others think that Masonry will help them in their religion. Still 
others want to be Masons because they want to belong to a   
secret society." 
 

"But why is that our business?" 
 

"A man who wants to join a fraternity because his father       
belonged, is good material," answered the Old Tiler. "He wants 
to imitate his father. As his father was a Mason it is probable 
that he was a good man. If the applicant desires to imitate a 
good man, and thinks we can help him, his motives are worthy. 
The man who wants to become a Mason to stiffen his religious 
belief is not a good candidate. Masonry demands no religion of 
its applicants, merely a belief in Deity. A man with religious 
convictions which are slipping and looks for something to prop 
them up, should go elsewhere than the Masonic Altar. Asking 
nothing but a belief in God, we have a right to demand that that 
belief be strong, well-grounded, unshakable, and beyond     
question. 
 

"The man who says he wants to join the Masonic order because 
he wants to belong to a secret society doesn't get asked and more 
questions! He is through right there. Masonry is no haven for 
curiosity seekers. The chap who thinks Masonry will make him 
friends who will help him in his business gets nowhere with a 
good committee. Masonry is not a business club. Imagine a man 
going to a minister and saying: 'I want to join your church so I 
can sell lawn mowers to your members.' Would the minister 
want him? Masonry is not a church, but it is holy to Masons. 
Masonry is a bright and shining light in a man's heart which 
must not be sullies by profane motives. To attempt to use      
Masonry for business is like using the Bible to sit on diverting 
from the proper purpose that which should be held sacred. 
 

"The man who answers that question by saying, 'I have always 
heard of Masons as men who receive help in being good men; I 
would like to have the privilege of becoming a member,' is   
approaching the matter in the right spirit. Masonry doesn't hunt 
the man, the man must hunt the lodge. And he must hunt with a 
pure motive, or cannot join any good lodge, with a good      
committee. The motive is vitally important. We want to know if 
he can afford $50 for a fee and $5 a year for dues. If they have 
to rob their children to join we have no use for them. We want 
to know if a man stands well with his fellows outside the lodge; 
if so he is apt to stand well with them inside. If he has few 
friends and those of doubtful character, the chances are he is not 
good timber for us.  
 

"Masonry is what we make it. Every good man who comes into 
a lodge helps the fraternity. Every insincere man, every scoffer, 
every dishonest man who gets into lodge, injures the fraternity. 
Masonry can accomplish good in the hearts of men only as it is 
better than they are. When it becomes less good than the average 
man, the average man will not want to join, and Masonry's  
power will be gone. 
 

 
 
 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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"The price of liberty, so we are told, is eternal vigilance. The 
price of quality in a lodge is eternal care by the investigation 
committee. An important job, it should be approached with the 
idea that the future of the lodge and of Masonry to some extent 
rests on the man making the investigation. 
 

"Hmmmm. Thanks. See you later." 
 

"You're welcome- but what is your hurry?" 
 

"Got to find Jones and tell him I'm the nut. Then ask the Master 
to let me go with him again and see if I can't see something else 
in his questions besides foolishness!" answered the New    
Brother.  

MONTHLY EVENTS AT 

BEND LODGE 
 

2ND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH: 
STATED MEETING, 7pm 

 

4TH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH: 
LODGE TRAINING, 7pm 


