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Now you’re a Mason:
What’s next?

M.W.B. Don Stapleton
Grand Master

February is a month for celebration. A time to recognize and 
send appreciation to those that we can’t do without; our wives, 

sweethearts, better halves, significant others. It’s Valentine’s Day 
on Feb. 14, but I’m sure you don’t need to be reminded, do you?

At this time of the year we should square our actions by the 
Square of Virtue and appreciate 
those that have made our life 
fulfilling. In appreciation for all 
they do, let’s focus on our Masonic 
obligations. It is our obligation not 
to cheat, wrong or defraud our 
Brethren and to take care of our 
widows and orphans, wheresoever 
dispersed. 

February also brings us to our 
very first of three Grand Lodge 
Leadership Workshops. It will be 
held in the northern part of the 
state at the Monarch Hotel across 
from Clackamas Town Center. A 
great location for freeway access, 
this Friday evening and Saturday 
session should be a benefit for 
all Master Masons in attendance. 

Please sign up early if you are staying at the hotel and bring your 
spouse, as there will be a ladies program. The dates 
again are Feb. 26 & 27. If you have any questions 
concerning the workshop, contact R.W.B. Myles 
McMillan, our Senior Grand Warden at (503) 510-
6155.  

In closing, please continue to support our 
Masonic youth groups through the collection of 
cans and bottles. This project of the Grand Master and Grand 
Lady is going very well and we appreciate all of those members 
that have helped with this endeavor. 

The Grand Lady & I wish all of you a very happy Valentine’s Day.
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W.B. Ron Eggers
Senior Grand Deacon

My grandfather was a Master Mason, 
and Past Master (1929) of his Lodge, 

long before I came to know him as “Gramp.” 
Though I didn’t know he was a Mason until 
after his death in 1979, I grew up respecting 
him for his keen knowledge of the outdoors, 
his hard work ethic, his strong self-reliance 
skills, and his integrity. It took me many 
years to understand how significant and 
special these characteristics truly are. His 
involvement in Masonry shaped his life and 
prepared him for the 
challenges he faced 
as a father and man. 
As I think back to the 
day I became a Master 
Mason, my recollection 
is quite vivid. Looking 
back, I didn’t realize 
what it was that I had 
accomplished. As I 
progressed through the 
Degrees, I realized what 
it would take for me to further understand 
Freemasonry: diligent study of its lectures 
and symbolism, intention to become part 
of an effort larger than myself, and time to 
develop relationships with my fellow Masons 
and Masonic Family. 

continued on page two

Attract what you expect, 
Reflect what you desire; 

Become what you respect, 
Mirror what you admire.
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“A little knowledge is a dangerous thing, 
drink deeply or taste not the Pierian spring; 
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain; And 
drinking largely sobers us again.” Early on, 
this familiar quote from Alexander Pope 
affected me to my very core, causing me 
to re-examine the lessons of the Fraternity 
that I had joined. Each degree, lecture, 
charge, obligation and explanation were 
difficult to quickly absorb and digest. It 
was only through repeated exposure that 
I began to form a picture of what this 
puzzle would reveal once the pieces were 
properly arranged. In pursuit of these 
answers, several Lodges are attempting to 
provide a forum for historic and scientific 
investigation and communication of 
various esoteric symbols, often involving 
spirituality and alchemy. 

Since Freemasonry sparks the quest for 
knowledge, it enables us to engender the 
belief in something greater than ourselves. 
It provides a guide for our actions and 
exhorts us to share our gifts with the 
community. It teaches us that by building 
a stronger temple inwardly, we can build a 
stronger community.

It is for these reasons that we share a 
common bond as Master Masons. Our 
fraternal affection provides the foundation 
for our relations within and outside the 
Fraternity. The ability to socialize with 
men and their families in gatherings with 
Masons from all religions, political beliefs, 
economic status, and so forth, is one of 
the greatest rewards our Fraternity offers.

The purpose of this article is not to 
bring you some glorious revelation, rather 
it is intended to share with you what I 
think are common realizations many men 
have about Freemasonry, after becoming 
members. I welcome you to take a moment 
to reflect on your Masonic journey and all 
that you’ve learned since. What will the 
next step of your Masonic journey entail?

Now you’re a Mason, 
continued from page one

- by W.B. Ron Eggers, 
Senior Grand Deacon

A sincere “Thank you” 
from OutReach Services

On behalf of the MasonicAid OutReach Services Program, I 
would like to thank the membership, Lodges and Chapters 

who generously donated to our 2015 Giving Tree Program. Your 
donations provided uplifting 
gifts to our Masonic and Eastern 
Star members in need of extra 
assistance and kind thoughts this 
year. OutReach Services, along with 
volunteers from the Job’s Daughters, 
hand-delivered several of the gifts, 
which allowed for meaningful visits 
with our members. 

Pictured are three of the 
recipients surrounded by the Job’s 
Daughters, who made deliveries to 

our OutReach members in time for Christmas. Shirley is pictured 
above with four Jobies: Kayleigh Pierson, Grand Bethel Junior 
Princess; Kendra Young, Grand Bethel Senior Princess; Samantha 
Beers, Grand Bethel Honored Queen; and Josephine Cadillo, Miss 
Oregon Job’s Daughter. Additionally, Raymell (below) welcomed 
Josephine Cadillo, Miss Oregon Job’s Daughter and Kendra Young, 
Grand Bethel Senior Princess 
for her delivery. Finally, Caryl is 
pictured below with Samantha 
Beers, Grand Bethel Honored 
Queen. The Giving Tree program 
surpassed last year’s total with 
30 individual and 7 Lodge and 
Chapter donations. A total of 25 
OutReach members received 
a gift and additional money 
was contributed to the general 
OutReach fund, which will continue to support our OutReach 
efforts. Again, we sincerely thank you for your support and 
generosity. 

Danielle Christopherson
Director of OutReach Services

OutReach Services provides assistance to 
Oregon Masonic & Eastern Star members in 
need and promotes independence and safety in 
the community and at home. OutReach is able 
to do this by offering information and referrals 
over the phone, care management services, and 
financial assistance. Please contact the Grand 
Lodge office at (503) 357-3158 for more 
information, or to make a referral.
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GRAND MASTER’S TENTATIVE ITINERARY
February 2016
1 — Sandy No. 158, Official Visit: dinner, 6:30 p.m.; Lodge, 7:30 p.m. - U, L
3-5 Grand Lodge of Alaska, Anchorage - U, T, L
8 — Cornerstone No. 157, Portland, Official Visit: dinner, 6:30 p.m.; 
  Lodge, 7:30 p.m. - U, L
10 — Eugene No. 11, Official Visit: dinner, 6:30 p.m.; Lodge, 7:30 p.m. - U, L
13 — MESH Meeting, Forest Grove: 8 a.m.  - U
17 — Corvallis No. 14, Official Visit: dinner, 6:30 p.m.; 
  Lodge, 7:30 p.m. - U, L
20 — York Rite Festival: Knights Templar Degree
19-24 Conference of Grand Masters of North America, Madison, WI - U, T, L
26-27 Leadership Workshop; Clackamas - BC

March 2016
1 — Union No. 3, McMinnville, Official Visit: Corned Beef & Cabbage,   
  6:30 p.m.; Lodge, 7:30 p.m. - U, L
2 — Rickreall No. 110, Official Visit & Past Masters Night: dinner, 
  6:30 p.m.; Lodge, 7:30 p.m. - Bib overalls, L
3 — Portland No. 55, Official Visit: dinner, 6:30 p.m.; Lodge, 7:30 p.m. - U, L
8 — Newport No. 85, Official Visit: dinner, 6:30 p.m.; Lodge 7:30 p.m. - U, L
9-11 MMSAP, Jennings McCall Center, Forest Grove, 8-5 p.m. - U
10-12  Amaranth Grand Court, Salem Scottish Rite
11 — Leadership meeting, Al Kader Shrine, Wilsonville, Noon - BC
12 — MESH Meeting, Forest Grove: 8 a.m.  - U
13 — Daughters of the Nile, Installation; Al Kader Shrine, Wilsonville, 
  2 p.m. - T, L
14 — Redmond No. 154, Official Visit: dinner, 6 p.m.; Lodge 7 p.m. - U, L
18-19 Leadership Workshop; Convention Center, Ontario - BC
23 — Hood River No. 105, Official Visit: dinner, 6:30 p.m.; 
  Lodge, 8 p.m.  - U, L
31 — Masonic Family Night; Salem Scottish Rite, 6-9 p.m. - U, L

U = Uniform; L = Ladies; T = Tuxedo; S = Suit; 
SU = Summer Uniform; BC = Business Casual

OutReach Director
Danielle Christopherson

DC@masonic-oregon.com

MESHCare Coordinator
Tammy Vanderzanden

TV@masonic-oregon.com

Fulfilling the obligation 
to our Brothers, 

their wives or widows, 
and our Sisters.

503-357-3158

Recently, East Elementary School 
benefited from the support of Oregon 

Freemasons (specifically, Tillamook Lodge No. 
57). After attending the Masonic Model 
Student Assistance Program, Ms. Book 
reached out for assistance in procuring 
several Kindles for her classroom. She 
utilizes them so her students may feel 
good about learning to read, regardless 
of their skill level. The electronic format 
of a Kindle keeps the reading level private 
while fostering a community of learning. 
She notes, “All students were engaged 
at all times during both their group and 
individual reading, including my most 
reluctant readers. As a teacher this is the 
most amazing and moving thing to watch! 
Thank you so much for helping me put a 
Kindle in every student's hands. You have 
completely blessed this teacher and her 
students!”

Kindles capture attention

M.W.B. Erin Endicott, Past Grand 
Master, is now residing at Settlers 

Park, a long term care facility in Baker City. 
As many of you have probably noticed, we 
haven’t attended Grand Lodge for several 
years. Erin has dementia and is no longer 
able to live at home. If any of you are 
ever in Baker City and want to visit him 
that would be good. However, don’t be 
disappointed if he doesn’t know you. It is 
usually best to tell him who you are when 
you see him. He is being well taken care 
of and is close enough that our family can 
see him often. At this time he recognizes 
all of us. Thanks to all for your visits.

Barbara Endicott and family

Notice to membership:

+
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Monarch Hotel, Clackamas
Feb. 26 - 27, 2016

Convention Center, Ontario
Mar. 18 - 19, 2016

Ramada Inn, Medford
Apr. 29 - 30, 2016

Please select a session.
Space is limited.

} The $100 fee covers a member 
for both days of training and 
meals. Submit this form to the 
Grand Lodge along with a check, 
or pay by credit card by calling 
the Grand Lodge office at (503) 
357-3158. For questions, call 
Myles McMillan at (503) 510-6155.

We are from Lodge: 

No.

Masonic Leadership Workshops

Name Office Held

In Dec. 2015, Multnomah Lodge No. 1 
completed its tri-annual bike giveaway 

for the fall term in their Bikes-for-Books 
program. The Lodge partners with three 
elementary schools in Clackamas County 
for this program:  Carus, Gaffney Lane and 
Redland elementary schools.

Multnomah Lodge provides the bikes 
and leaves it up to the librarians at each 
school to organize the program. The ground 
rules for the program at each school vary 
because the librarians are much more in 
tune with the student population than the 
Lodge Brethren. The librarians tailor the 
program to fit the needs of their individual 
schools and have 
been very enthusiastic 
Lodge partners in this 
program!

Two bikes are 
awarded for each of 
the 3 terms at each 
school. “I get to be Santa 
Claus 18 times a year!” 
exclaims Bro. Mike 
Churchill, Multnomah Lodge’s community 
outreach coordinator. “It’s a great feeling!  
Even though we meet in Portland now, the 
program helps us stay in touch with our long 
history in Clackamas County,” Churchill adds. 
2015 marks the fourth year for the Lodge’s 
program in Clackamas County.

— by Bro. Steve Witten

As the Master and Wardens of the Lodge are its guiding light, it 
is imperative they be properly trained; this is the purpose of 

the Masonic Leadership Workshops. Great activities will be given 
by fellow Masons who are willing to share their knowledge of the 
Ritual and etiquette. These trainings are offered in three locations 
around the state to make the content readily available to more 
Lodges. We are trying to make it easier and more cost effective for 
Brethren to attend. The dates are as follows: Feb. 26-27, Monarch 
Hotel in Clackamas; March 18-19, Ontario Convention Center; 
and April 29-30, Medford Ramada Inn. Classes include: Esoteric 
Freemasonry, Code including consolidations and dispensations, 
Proper Lodge Investigations and some 7 others. Lodges are asking 
the Grand Lodge office for additional input in some subjects we 
hope to cover.

Friday evening will include an introduction, a light meal, and 
short presentation. Saturday will be full of classes, with a dinner 
and presentations in the evening. Sunday is set aside for return 
travel. Ladies are encouraged to attend, as they are an important 
part of our Masonic family and events will be made available.

The trainings cost $100, and an additional $50 for attending 
spouses. This includes dinner on Friday and all three meals on 
Saturday. Lodging will be the responsibility of the members. It 
is recommended the host hotel/motel be contacted for the best 
lodging prices available. We look forward to welcoming you to one 
of these trainings to enhance your awareness of Masonic policy, 
protocol and other offerings.

Masonic Leadership Workshops Fall Bikes-for-Books
giveaways completed
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December 3, 2015 — December 30, 2015 

Masonic & Eastern Star Home 
Petitioner Club

David Grover (57)     Ronald Welchel (226)     David E. Riggs (76)
Robert O. Long (76)     Thomas S. Dixson (76)     John S. Barr (201)
M. William Lallman (76)     Judy Bousquet     Edgar N. Roberts (112)

Cleon Cox (207)     Steven Fiddler (207)     Lewis Emmons (207)
Robert Furer (50)      Stephen Broadwater (112)     

James McNamara (154)     John Masarik (207) – for Pin Money
Frank Griffiths – in memory of Charles Griffiths  (77)

M.W.B. John Livie, P.G.M. (201) & Carol Livie – in memory of 
Tony Schlee and M.W.B. John Smith, P.G.M. (140)

Crater Lake Lodge No. 211     Tillamook Lodge No. 57
St. Johns Lodge No. 17     Crater Lake Lodge No. 211 – for Pin Money

Joseph Lodge No. 81 – in memory of Malcolm W. Dawson

Apprentice Club
F & M Schoene Endowment Fund

MasonicAid: OutReach - Giving Tree 
Petitioner Club

Spencer Benfield (157)     Dale Wiley (30)     John Lohrfink (103)
Matthew Gerbrandt (52)     Ray Hoen (103)     Ronald Matlack (57)
Barbara & H.P.G.M. John Turner (154)     Lawrence Fairbairn (18)

Relfe H. Patterson (103)     Patti & M.W.B. Hunt Compton, P.G.M. (3) 
Donald Helwig (57)     Lloyd C. Peterson (109)     Stephan Becker (163)

Dean B. Frazier (34)     Lewis Kelley (7)     Robert Boyd (59)
Judy & M.W.B. Ed Bousquet, P.G.M. (139)     John Mast (103)

Ione & Dusty Rhodes (139)     Thomas F. Burke (130)
John F. Ferguson (154)     Steven Vanderzanden (30)

Phillip C. Van Buren (39)     Jennifer Brundidge
La Grande Lodge No. 41     Warren Lodge No. 10

Sidney Croft Lodge No. 206     Blanco Lodge No. 48 
Doric Chapter No. 53, O.E.S.

Apprentice Club
Brian R. Hellman (6)

MasonicAid: OutReach 
Petitioner Club

Tillamook Lodge No. 57     Portland Lodge No. 55

Oregon Masonic Youth Education & Literacy Foundation 
Petitioner Club 

M.W.B. Ed Bousquet, P.G.M. (139)     David Grover (57)
Jennifer Brundidge – in honor of Tom Burke (130) and 

in memory of Forrest A. Steen
Harold Fryday – in honor of M.W.B. David Fryday, P.G.M. (4)

Oregon Masonic Charitable Foundation - MMSAP 
Petitioner Club

Lawrence Wilson (57)     Tillamook Lodge No. 57
Portland Lodge No. 55     St. Johns Lodge No. 17

Fellowcraft Club
M.W.B. James R. Belshe, P.G.M. (15)

A grant moves us forward

The Eugene Masonic Cemetery 
Association grate fully thanks the 

Eugene Lodge #11 AF & AM for their 
recent grant of $10,000. This grant moves 
us toward sustainability as we seek to 
better secure our future income stream 
and operations. As we deplete our supply 

of burial lots, we 
are developing new 
sales resources. 
We have planned 
three projects to 
accomplish this, 
and the Eugene 
Lodge grant 
enables us to 
carry them out. 

Our first project will be the construction 
of a "stele" - an upright stone slab bearing 
an inscription and serving as a monument, 
very often for funerary or commemorative 
purposes, and widely used in ancient 
times for the installation of bronze 
plaques honoring family members whose 
ashes are interred in the Scatter Garden 
or elsewhere. The photo [above], thanks 
to Fran Ross and Photoshop, illustrates its 
style and location. $5,000 of the grant is 
dedicated to this project. 

$3,500 of the grant is dedicated to 
support our Administrator/Sexton, Sally 
Dietrich, in assuming more administrative 
functions...[while] the remaining $1,500 is 
dedicated to historic restoration of existing 
tombstones and Hope Abbey Mausoleum. 
Cemetery volunteers interested in this 
outdoor work are cleaning and restoring a 
group of sixteen exceptional monuments 
in the area of the Public Square.

The grant from Eugene Lodge #11 AF & 
AM has given us a great start. Additional 
grant funding will take us to the next step. 
We are dedicated to achieving a secure 
future for this wonderful cultural and 
historic resource.

An excerpt from the Monumental News, 
Eugene Masonic Cemetery Association, Fall 2015 
By: Denny Hellesvig, Treasurer
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W.M. Tim Best presented Bro. Billy R. 
Osborne with his life membership  

to Hermiston Lodge No. 138. Bro. Billy 
serves the Lodge as the Senior Deacon.  

NEWS FROM OUR LODGES —
Milwaukie Lodge No. 109

Hermiston Lodge No. 138

Brethren of East 
Gate Lodge No. 

155 presented W.B. Earl 
D. Swenson with his 
70-year membership 
award. (Left to right: W.B. 
Mike L. Clemenhagen, W.B. 
Earl D. Swenson, R.W.B. Bill 
Taylor, W.B. Dale Imbleau & 
W.B. John Tucker.

Milwaukie Lodge has held its annual holiday party for at least 
5 decades in its historic downtown building. This year’s 

chairman, Bro. David Tate attended the annual event back in the 
late 60’s when his Grandfather, William Tate was Worshipful Master 
of the Lodge. “The Lodge was an important part of our social life when we 
were kids,” says Tate, “I’m honored to have the ability to give something back 
to the children of my Brothers.”

Having spent over 25 years 
working for the Boy Scouts, Bro. 
Tate and his wife Linda organized 
a holiday party that looked like a 
Cub Scout Day Camp. The kids 
and parents had a variety of 
crafts and activities set up around 
the fellowship room, including 
decorating Christmas wreaths 
and colorful sugar cookies, 
making pinecone bird feeders 
and taking family pictures with a variety of silly holiday props. 

Another highlight of the party was the “dreidel table” run by 
Bro. Steve “Chef” Levin that added a wonderful, culturally-diverse 

flavor to the event. Of 
course, no holiday party 
is complete without a 
visit from Santa and 
Bro. James Brant revised 
the role from previous 
parties and was a crowd 
favorite again!

More than 50 children 
of Milwaukie Brethren, 
along with members 

of Bethel No. 10 and Milwaukie DeMolay were in attendance for 
this wonderful event. Besides the parents, a dozen Brothers and 
significant others were in attendance to help over 100 guests have 
a great afternoon.

East Gate Lodge No. 155

Congratulations,   bro.    earl

On Dec. 21,  we held our first annual 
Ugly Sweater Lodge as well as our 

installation of officers for the ensuing 
Masonic year. We had a delicious 
holiday ham dinner prior to the meeting 
and decided the winner of the ugly 
sweater contest during refreshments. 
Congratulations to this year’s winner Bro. 
Jim Bradley, and to the Lodge officers for 
2016! We all wish everyone the best this 
year and hope to see you here at Santiam 
Lodge No. 25. 

Santiam Lodge No. 25

Thank you for submitting 
your stories.
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Mason of the Month:
reinvigorating the Lodge

If you have Lodge stories of community 
involvement, events, etc. you are invited 

to submit your articles and pictures to 
Marissa Douglas at mdouglas@masonic-
oregon.com. Deadline: The 5th of the 
previous month (i.e. articles for June issue 
are due by May 5).

Want to submit an article?

At the Jan. 2 meeting, we had the honor 
of presenting two 50-year Jewels. The 

first was to W.B. Neal Lamphear, who was 
accompanied by his two sons, Terry and 
Larry Lamphear, who were each raised as 
Master Masons by their father. 

This month we find a Master Mason working hard for his 
Lodge to improve its internal function, outward appearance 

and visibility in the local community. Acacia Lodge No. 118 of 
Ontario has nominated W.B. John ‘Will’ Hasley for recognition. 
He is a Past Master of Acacia Lodge 
and is currently serving as Secretary. 
Although he has been a Mason for 6 
years, he hails from a Masonic family 
in Idaho and has excelled in his service 
to Freemasonry in Oregon.

Brother Will’s service to his Lodge 
has brought Acacia Lodge into the 
modern era. As Lodge Secretary he 
has worked hard to bring the books 
up to date, revitalized the Lodge’s 
scholarship program, revised and 
moved the Lodge investments to a 
balanced and diversified position with 
a new financial advisor, and made sure 
that all the dues were collected.  

As a result of his leadership, the 
Lodge is newly painted, ‘spruced up’, and has been featured in the 
local Argus Observer. His leadership has resulted in a resurgence 
of good feeling among Lodge members. He has worked with the 
other Brothers who share the vision of making things better both 
inside the Lodge and the local community. It is with gratitude and 
appreciation that we name W.B. Will Hasley Mason of the Month 
for February 2016.  Congratulations, Brother Will.

On Dec. 19, Friendship Masonic Lodge No. 160 and Kenton 
Lodge No. 145 joined Gresham Lodge in swearing in the 

2016 officers. The installing Master was M.W.B. Brian J. Murphy, 
Grand Master of Masons in Montana.

Gresham Lodge No. 152

Pearl Lodge No. 66

Left to right: W.M. Bryan Theis, Terry Lamphear, W.B. 
Neal Lamphear and Larry Lamphear.

The second 50-year award was 
presented to W.B. Willard Scott. He was 
also awarded a Golden Veteran Award 
from his home Lodge, Ocean Park Lodge, 
(now Sunset Lodge No. 369) of California.

W.M. Bryan Theis accompanies Bro. Willard Scott, who 
proudly displays his Golden Veteran Award.

To nominate an exemplary Mason, submit a short bio on the Brother (500 
words or less) to Ron Eggers at ron.eggers44@gmail.com.

+

thank  you,   w.b.    Hasley

Acacia Secretary, W.B. Will Hasley 
presents new Life Membership 
certificates to W.B. Bob Blankenship 
and Bro. Don Turner. The Acacia Life 
Membership program for members 
over age 71 has resulted in 16 new Life 
Memberships. Every effort is being 
made to visit our Brothers and hand 
deliver these new certificates. 
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Under Code Section 212 — Communications, subsections 1(b) - (e) reference 
situations when a dispensation is not necessary. For example, it addresses 

the Master’s options if the Stated Communication falls on or the day before or 
after a legal holiday. Then the Master can, without dispensation, move the 
meeting to a day before or after the regular date. All resident members are 
notified using the form customarily used by the Lodge. Specifically, Section 
212-1(c) lists the qualifying legal holidays as: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, 
Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Other holidays that 
a particular Lodge wishes to observe may be defined in the By-Laws of that 
Lodge.

Section 212-1(d) says a Stated Communication shall not be held during the 
annual Grand Lodge session or Special Communication. Again, the Master 
may choose to have the Stated Communication before or after Grand Lodge, 
without dispensation, as long as all resident members are notified using the 
customary means of communication.

Section 212-1(e) addresses what happens if the Stated Communication of 
a Lodge is during the week of Grand Lodge but not on the actual days the 
Grand Lodge is in session. Again, the Master has the authority to have 
the Stated Communication on a date before or after the Grand Lodge 
Annual Communication without a dispensation, as long as 
all resident members are notified using the customary 
means of communication.

One important piece of information for these three 
situations is; all the resident members are notified using 
the proper customary notice.

The Grand Secretary’s Corner
When is a dispensation unnecessary?

- by M.W.B. Ed Bousquet, P.G.M.

“...The grand object of Masonry is to promote 
the happiness of the human race.”

- George Washington


